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ABSTRACT 



A method and system are provided for awarding bonuses in 
a gaming environment. The system includes gaming 
machines associated with a player tracking host and a bonus 
system host Each gaming machine has a player tracking 
device. In accordance with a method, a bonus is funded 
independently of specific wagers placed at the gaming 
machines. The bonus system boat configures bonus event 
information which is presented via the player tracking 
devices of the gaming machines. In the event a player is s 
bonus event winner, bonus award information is transmitted 
to the player via the player tracking device. The bonus is 
iwMxded based on criteria independent uf the outcome of s 
game played by the player at the gaming machine. Use 
system and method provide (or the award of bonuses inde- 
pendent of the configuration of the games the gaming 
machine presents, player wagers or game outcome. 

U Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets 



FUNO BONUS 



DETERMINE PLAYER EUG/BtUTY FOR 
BONUS EVENT 



DETERMINE WINNER(S) OF 
BONUS EVENT I 




